
r .
. .

ts'own deadline "
|^ • • t\,;\.--'4- •;.' * ' r%»*Passasc River

,. By GORDON BISHOP:? ."',-;
fThe New Jersey Department of

Environmental Protection nas failed to
enforce an order it issued two months
ago to stop pollution of the upper Passa- •
ic River near an abandoned '.asbestos
dump owned by National Gypsum Co.

The compliance date ol the adminis-
trative order expired March 23 — but'
neither the state nor the legal owner of
the dump has taken any action to correct
the problem, a Star-Ledger investigation
of the site and parties involved revealed."

. The Department of Environmental.
Protection (DEP) has known since last

: summer of the existence of the man-.
made mountain of wastes along the
banks of the Passaic River in Millington.

, The DEP waited until Feb. 16, bow-
ever, to issue an administrative order to
abate the pollution. :, '.

The department gave National Gyp-
sum Co. 30 days, under the order, to
start work at the site to prevent gypsum-
asbestos wastes from leaking inio the
river. . . . ."

A site inspection showed nothing
has been done to control the runoff of
asbestos — a known cancer-causing
agent — directly into the river.

The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) has found 700,000 parts of
asbestos fibers per liter in the raw river
water, an amount the EPA considers
'insignificant"

The federal agency, however, is
conducting tests to determine the long-
term effects of low-level ingestkm of.
asbestos into the human organism.. • '"

-• ..'.Treated drinking'water taken from 's:
the river also has been sampled by ther
EPA, but no asbestos fibers have been "'

,.iel«*£&£/'*:'&*-&:. ''"•IVi'rl
A spokesman for National Gypsum -.

Co. claims the asbestos poses-" no Lmmi- ~
nent health hazard" and that the firm \s~'.
awaiting the next move by the state be-
fore deciding what to do. "' '

«•..•:• Deborah Poriti, a deputy attorney
general handling the matter for the •
DEP, disclosed that failure to comply
with the order can result in a fine of..'
$3,000 per day. - . . • - .

Poritz noted that the department '.
. has cot yet decided whether to hold air.

administrative hearing, or to seek a
(Please turn to Page 4) V,.:.

.

Jean Geiger of Millington checks erosion of asbestos into the upper
•. reaches of the Passaic River •
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